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PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. The investigation of alleged telepathy, visions and 
apparitions, dowsing, monitions, premonitions, automatic writ- 
ing, and other forms of automatism (as speaking, drawing, 
etc.) psychometry, coincidental dreams, clairvoyance and clair- 
audience, predictions, physical phenomena (such as material- 
ization, telekinesis, rapping and other sounds), and in short 
all types of mediumistic and metapsychical phenomena. 


2. The collection, classification, study and publication of 
reports dealing with the phenomena designated above, from 
first-hand acquaintance and seemingly in good faith. Members 
especially, but also non-members, are asked to supply data or 
to give information where such may be obtained. Names con- 
nected with phenomena must be supplied, but on request these 
will be treated as confidential, 


3. The maintenance of a Library on all subjects em- 
braced in psychical research, and bordering thereupon. Contri- 
butions of books and periodical files will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in the Journal. 


4. Encouragement of the formation of local groups in all 
parts of the country which will co-operate with and report to 
the American Society; and the encouragement of qualified 
individuals disposed to give attention to investigation with 
like co-operation. 


The JourNAL of the American Society for Psychical Research is published 
monthly by the American Society for Psychical Research, Inc. at Hyslop House, 
15 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. “Entered as second-class matter 
May 25, 1933, at the post office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 
1879.” Yearly subscription $5.00. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


* * 


As indicated in our last number, the Editor offers the following notes 
of the article by Professor C. G. Jung, the noted psycho-analyst, on the - 
question “Does the World stand on the verge of Spiritual Rebirth?” 

He writes as a psychologist and a doctor who has had unusual oppor- 
tunities of studying the psychology of his patients. His experience has 
convinced him that the psychological problem of today is a spiritual prob- 
lem,—a religious problem. He finds a general craving for a safe relation 
to the psychical forces within man—forces which he cannot of himself 
control. The loss of faith in the reality of an over-ruling Mind-GOD-has 
deprived humanity of its sense of safety in a safe world. And he says 
that “in view of the present widespread interest in psychic phenomena .. . 
it does not seem beyond the range of possibility to believe that we stand 
on the threshold of a new spiritual epoch and that from the depths of 
man’s own psychic life new forms will be born.” 

All organized religion has disintegrated. In its place, men’s minds 
are absorbed, and their interest enchained by new mechanical devices and 
aids to living. But none of these give us a substitute for what we have 
lost. It is religion, in its essence, which gives meaning to life. 

We may laugh at the mediaeval notions of the divine government 
as childish: but in this respect at least they made sense, and, in their best 
expression (as in the Benedictine system) a well-nigh perfect harmony 
and contentment in an orderly and happy community. There was an out- 
burst of great emotional energy, expressing itself in the finest forms of 
art. For the time, this has gone flat. But Dr. Jung rightly says it 1s not 
permanently lost, because it is the law that energy cannot be lost. In 
other words, it has become diverted. And that diversion has not been 
towards a socially constructive ideal. It is dissipated in futilities and man 
has lost the power to dream constructively. “‘Civilised man” says Jung, 
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‘in his dreams reveals his spiritual need.” Of all the pretty legends which 
fed Christian thought for ages, he says: “Do not overlook the fact that 
these ideas which millions of men carried with them through generations 
are great eternal psychological truths. For example, the “Virgin Birth’ 

this is no theological dogma, but a basic fact to the true psychologist— 
“that the virgin mind of man can give birth to God Himself.” The idea 
is long antecedent to Christianity. The dream of a Messianic or Golden 
Age is ever dormant in the heart of man and possible of fulfilment so scon 
as men are agreed that it shall be. Dr. Jung reminds his readers of the 
saying of Christ “The Kingdom of Heaven is within you.” “This” he 
says “is a great psychological truth, Christianity is a beautiful system of 
psychotherapy. It heals the suffering of the soul.” 

* 


Your modern man is full of fear. Science has told him that there is 
no one taking care of him. So he squanders his time and attention in de 
vising means of self-protection—wealth and armements: and he becomes 
neurotic. And his fearthought brings about the very peril he would 
avoid. “It is the psyche in man that makes wars: not his consciousness. 
His consciousness is afraid, but his unconscious, which contains the in- 
herited savagery as well as the spiritual strivings of the race, says to him 
“Now it is time to make war... . And he does it.” “Mass infections 
are greater than man: and man is their victim . . . they are the uprush of 
earthly and spiritual forces from the depths of the psyche.” These are 
both good and evil;—and we must be prepared to meet both. 

No great revival has come about except by the realization of a state 
of evil in the general condition of society preceding it. And men and 
women must be thoroughly tired of an evil environment before they will 
make the united effort to change it. There is thus an inevitable turning: 
point. The question is: “Have we reached it?” Dr. Jung would seem te 
think that we have. 

* * * * * 


The English journals have recently carried several interviews with 
Sir Oliver Lodge together with messages of a valedictory nature, in which 
he sums up the conclusions of a lifetime of study and research. We trust 
that even if his active participation in the movement for the furtherance 
of public interest on scientific lines in the realm of psychics and meta: 
psychics has reached its term—as all human activities must—that his di- 
recting and controlling influence may be spared us yet for a while. It 
has been invaluable and unique, and there is no immediate prospect of 
its replacement. 

Miss Helen Alvey, who has for many years been Sir Oliver’s private 
secretary, gave a special interview to the “People” (London weekly) the 
report of which appeared in their issue of the 11th March. In this she 
quotes the strange broadcast farewell message sent forth by him on the 
Friday previous: “If it should happen that my work down here is done 
or nearly done, let me take an affectionate farewell. Goodbye.” She 
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affirms his absolute confidence that he is in close touch with Lady Lodge, 
his son Raymond, and his daughter Violet. He moreover confident that 
he will be able to tell the message that he has sealed and deposited in pri- 
vate hands. Only he knows the content of that message, which was de- 
posited two or three years ago. 


Sir Oliver Lodge’s faith in the survival of the soul is founded on 
cumulative evidence—“years of careful evidence obtained scientifically.” 
In this, he offers us an excellent example; for the faith of humanity in an 
ultra-physical order of reality tends more and more to become one of 
personal experience and individual realization. This realization is rooted 
in the intuitions, but receives its ultimate expression in the intellectual con- 
clusions of science. The two principles together build an enduring mental 
and spiritual structure. 

Since all logical thought is built upon intuitive premises, it follows 
that no conclusion can be reached without the exercise of the intuitive 
faculty. You may have all the evidence you can desire for the proof of 
an argument, but it will mean nothing at all without the intuitive recogni- 
tion of its verity, or of the verity behind it. In Sir Oliver Lodge we have 
seen a fruitful combination of the two functions of thought. 


In his argument “Do We Survive?” broadcast and published by the 
London “Listener” in its issue for the 14th March last, we note the fol- 
lowing points: 

“Let it be admitted that it is possible to admit many or most of the facts and to 
remain sceptical about survival. In France, for instance, most of the facts are ac- 
cepted and yet this conclusion is denied. I argue that it is only by selection and 
special pleading that one is able to arrive at a negative conclusion. 

“T myself” says Sir Oliver “was convinced by the evidence derived from Mrs. 
Piper’s trance utterances in the year 1889 . . . but the best and most crucial evidence 
has been given since the death of F. W. H. Myers in 1901.” 


Sir Oliver Lodge accepts the post-mortem communications of Myers 
as veridical, and as indicating pains to show the fallacy of alternative hy- 
potheses of a semi-orthodox nature. He instances here the series of cross’ 
correspondences recorded by the S.P.R., of which a study was made by 
Mr. Piddington. One instance he quotes is contained in the XXVth Vol. 
pf. Proceedings of the S.P.R. (pp. 116°75 and especially pp. 124-130). 

Myers was asked a question about “Lethe’-—first by a Mr. Dorr, 
working through Mrs. Piper, and then by himself in England, through 
the medium Mrs. Willett. Both these independent questions were answered 
by Myers with appropriate references from Ovid in the one case and 
‘rom Virgil in the other. Neither of these replies were, at the time 
understood by the person who received them. 

Later, in the absence of Sir Oliver, the question was put for the sec- 
ond time to Mrs. Willett who got the apparently meaningless word 
“DORR.” This answer was sent to him by post. It was affirmed to 
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have been the upshot of a special effort on the part of Myers to recall 
the name of the man to whom he had given his reply in America at an 
earlier date. The episode is regarded by Sir Oliver as quite convincing. 


* * 


Sir Oliver’s philosophy of the after-life is that this:one is but the be- 
ginning of a pilgrimage—to be thought of as a preparation for a larger 
and fuller existence. We take with us the character that we have made 
our own by experience. He did not derive this belief from any religious 
channel: it is based upon the facts and experience studied in the large and 
comprehensive science which, in his view, should take into account the 
whole of the phenomena—not limiting its scope to the material, as was 
urged by the leaders of the XIXth century and has been fashionable among 
scientific men ever since the days of Newton. There are ranges of reali- 
ties of an ideal or mystical nature which orthodox science has been wont 
to exclude: but these, Sir Oliver affirms, should be comprehended in the 
scope of research. 


* * * * 


The Review of Mr. J. Arthur Findlay’s book “The Rock of Truth” 
of which a notice appeared on the cover of the April Journal will be 
found on p. 139 of the present issue. It was excluded from our last num- 
ber owing to lack of space. 


* * 


COLONEL R. SHARMON-CRAWFORD: OBITUARY 


Many members of the A. S. P. R., and New York Section will hear with regret 
of the demise of Colonel Crawford who was to have addressed them on the 16th April 
on the subject of his work with the Belfast Psychic Society of which he was Chairman. 

The Right Hon. Robert Gordon Sharmon-Crawford was a Senator in the Parlia- 
ment of Northern Ireland; a Privy Councillor, a Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire, and a Deputy-Lieutenant. He passed away from pneumonia on the 
19th March at the age of eighty years, at the Hotel Chatham in 48th Street, N. Y. C. 

In 1930 Colonel Sharmon-Crawford was the British representative on the Amer- 
ica Cup Defence in the International yacht races at Newport, R. I. He was Vice: 
Commodore of the Royal Ulster Yacht Club and had been Commander of the 18th 
Royal Rifles and Captain of the 16th Lancers. He arrived in New York from Ireland 
about six weeks ago. 
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A STUDY OF THE WINNIPEG GROUP-MEDIUM- 
SHIP IN ITS RELATION TO: THE 
DAWN TELEPLASMS 


By Dr. T. GLEN HamILton 
I. Objective Features 
7 Arising out of the unique and extraordinary interrelationships found 
to exist during the past five years between the “Dawn” * (Mary M) me- 
diumship and the various secondary mediumships which from time to time 
have played their part in the manifestation and photographic registration 
of the so-called “Dawn” teleplasms {+ in the Winnipeg experiments, are 
many experimental features of very great interest and far-reaching import. 
Trance 

In the first place whatever the real nature of the psychodynamic forces 
required for the upbuilding of one of these fleeting exteriorizations may ulti- 
mately prove to be, it is apparent to the Winnipeg investigators that these 
were more readily forthcoming when the functioning mediums were in a ° 
state of trance and under the dominance of alleged controls and directing 
intelligences, for in every instance—and we have now recorded some sixty 
phenomena of this type—both Dawn and her auxiliaries were seen to be 
in this state more or less constantly at both the preliminary sittings and at 
the final sitting of each series of experiments. 

As experiments proceeded and materialized masses continued from 
time to time to come before the recording cameras, it became apparent also 
that the depth of the trance state varied with the nature and magnitude 
of the teleplasm manifesting or about to manifest: relatively light for all 
of the mediums when the mass was small or when it was of the purely 
amorphous type; relatively profound in the leading mediums at least when 
the teleplasm was unusually large or when it revealed a finger, a hand, a 
face or other organized or semi-organized product. Repeatedly observed 
both by myself and other medical men frequently present, the trance states 
as manifested by our various mediums were found to be genuinely abnormal 
conditions exhibiting a symptom complex unmistakably distinctive: loss of 
normal consciousness, anaesthesia of the skin, muscular relaxation or its 
opposite, muscular rigidity, associated with other abnormal features now 
to be mentioned of special interest from both the metapsychic and medical 
viewpoint. 

The abnormal features exhibited by the medium Dawn at times, were 
plainly of a physiological character. For example there were times when 
a sitting was in progress, when Dawn could be heard making peculiar gag- 


*Mary M of former articles. “Dawn,” the seance name bestowed upon Mary M by her 
controls, having come to be exclusively used both in our experiments and in our verbatim 
records, to avoid confusion and possible source of future error, it is purposed to use this name 
in any report dealing with this mediumship which may appear from now on. 


+ See “Teleplasms of the medium Mary M of Winnigeg’ Psychic Research, January 193}. 
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ging, gasping, coughing or choking sounds, as if her digestive and respir- 
atory organs had been seriously disturbed, the disturbing factor in each 
instance being apparently an abnormal one. Occasionally when a sitting 
was over she complained of being nauseated and sometimes vomitted a 
white frothy mucous. Sometimes during a seance she sighed as if fatigued; 
at other times groaned as if in physical distress. As these reactionary fea- 
tures were frequently as pronounced during experiments at which no phe- 
nomenon of an objective nature appeared at all, (e. g. at experiments where 
a teleplasm finally emerged and was photographed), we were led to conclude 
that Dawn’s organism was as much “drawn” upon during so-called nega- 
tive sittings as during objectively productive sittings, a discovery which 
would seem to throw new light on the obscurities and difficulties which 
surround the securing of worthwhile manifestations of these exceedingly 
rare phenomena. 

The outstanding trance features exhibited by an auxiliary known as 
“Ewan,” are singularly noteworthy: frequent spasmodic movements of the 
limbs, occasional muscular contractions; and at times exceedingly rapid 
breathing. There were occasions too when this medium’s respirations were 
extremely subdued and still others when they ceased entirely for several 
seconds and were then resumed with great effort and deep-drawn inspira- 
tions as if the respiratory muscle itself were in a state approaching spasm, 
associated with whimperings, panting and occasionally violent sobbing, 
indicative of a seeming state of agonizing distress. Again, while these 
Ewan reactions were invariably pronounced to a marked degree immedi 
ately prior to and while a phenomenon was manifesting and being photo- 
graphed, a period always of several minutes, any or all of these, we found, 
might appear at any or all of the preliminary experiments, strongly indica- 
ting that this medium also was an energy-producing center not only at the 
end but throughout the whole series of experiments and the outcome of all 
this, it must be remembered, was the manifestation of a teleplasm—not 
on or near Ewan’s own body, but on or near the body of the medium Dawn 
or separate entirely from everyone in the room! 


Cataleptic states in Trance 

I have already mentioned that muscular rigidity was sometimes ob- 
served in our unconscious mediums. This was true occasionally of Dawn; 
occasionally of Ewan as I have mentioned above; also of another auxiliary 
known as Victor but it was especially true of the secondary medium Mer- 
cedes. Passing spontaneously from the more ordinary trance condition, 
she entered a state in which the whole musculature of her body and limbs 
became spastically fixed similar to that seen in severe toxic conditions. 
Early in this state the knee jerks were exaggerated but later the joints be- 
came firmly fixed, the jaws locked, the eyes firmly closed and the eye balls 
insensitive to touch, the pulse slow and labored, breathing reduced al- 
most to imperceptibility. At times this state of rigidity assumed a stage 
still deeper resembling indeed that of rigor mortis. Consciousness and 
sensibility were completely in abeyance. 
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This amazingly profound sleep (plate 1) probably closely allied to 
certain cataleptic states seen in some subjects under very deep hypnosis, 
continued as a rule from eight or ten minutes up to fifteen or twenty min- 
utes and on two occasions at least, lasted for fifteen minutes after the seance 
was over. In every instance this death-like trance later was seen to have 
preceded or accompanied the manifestation of a materialization phenom- 
enon of great magnitude and import as I have already disclosed in articles 
published elsewhere.* In every case—and we have now observed this 
type of Mercedes’ trance some two dozen times—Mercedes was observed 
to return from this state in the reverse order from that in which she en- 
tered it; that is, the rigidity began to disperse; breathing resumed its normal 
flow; the pulse both in rate and in tone returned to normal; she again-be- 
came a functioning medium in an ordinary state of trance, quite unaware 
of the strange experience through which she had just passed. A level of 
consciousness approximating normal finally regained, she frequently com- 
plained of being exceedingly cold, was sometimes nauseated especially if 
the cataleptic state had been unusually prolonged, showed a tendency to 
lapse into a semi-dazed condition even after she had left the seance room,’ 
followed by a short period of some mental confusion, from which how- 
ever, she quickly emerged into her normal state of perfect mental equilib- 
rium. In so far as the writer has been able to discover, no other medium- 
ship hitherto reported upon has revealed so profound or so extended a 
cataleptic condition as that which I have just outlined; and which always 
supervened in the presence of other deeply entranced mediums, those al- 
ready named and others. As the phenomena resulting from this particu- 
lar mediumistic amalgamation were the only major matcrializations to mani- 
fest apart from the medium Dawn independent of all visible connection 
with her body, we are compelled to assume that Mercedes’ organism in 
these cases was called upon to supply special energy-products not supplied 
by any other medium in our group and forthcoming only when she had 
passed into the extremely passive state set up by the cataleptic trance. 


* 


Muscular Movements 


There is however still another outstanding trance feature to be noted 
in connection with the Dawn group mediumship and that is the fact that 
a number of our mediums often exhibited rhythmic movements of their 
hands or feet—stamping, rubbing the hands, rubbing the wood of the cabi- 
net, rubbing their arms and sometimes the arms of the adjacent sitter or 
another medium and so on. This is a most curious demonstration but ex- 
perience has led us to believe that these rhythmic movements and rubbings 
were, as the controls claimed, definitely purposive, bringing about the re- 
lease of certain “forces” not otherwise available for the work in hand. 


* 


* See “Psychic Science” (15 Queen’s Gate, London, $. W. 7, England) January 1933 and 
January 1934, for articles by writer dealing with the “Katie King” phenomena. 
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Parallel Findings 

The nature of the main physiological and psychophysiological reac- 
tions exhibited by our leading mediums while taking part in experiments 
productive of teleplasmic materialization phenomena will be abundantly 
plain—digestive disturbances, rapid breathing, suspended breathing, deep 
and spastic breath, spasmodic muscular movements, spasm in a part or 
the whole of a medium’s musculature, and signs of distress such as sighing, 
whimpering, groaning or violent sobbing. So far as our own work goes 
these findings I regard as thoroughly established on a sound basis of ex- 
tended experimentation and observation. 


Function of the Sitters 


Curiously enough out of the thirty or more persons who at one time 
or another during the past five years have taken part in the Dawn experi- 
ments as regular sitters, nearly half sooner or later came to reveal medium- 
istic tendencies of some kind, these being especially noticeable when a 
phenomenon was imminent: their hands might become cold and clammy; 
they might feel “cobwebs” on their face or some other part of their body, 
accompanied by shivering sensations; or they might unaccountably feel a 
sensation of faintness as if suddenly deprived of some of their normal phy- 
sical vigor, and after the sitting was over experience a feeling of nervous 
and physical exhaustion quite out of the ordinary. In short there is ex- 
cellent reason for believing that many of our regular sitters whether always 
aware of it or not, were also contributing factors in the upbuilding of these 
strange quasi-material products. 

This assumption is further supported, by the additional fact that 
seldom with us has an exteriorization occurred except in the presence of 
the practically full group as constituted at the time. One or two of the 
regular members might be absent, but the majority had to be in attendance 
or nothing of a visible nature was forthcoming. We were like a machine 
apparently, with each, medium and sitter alike, playing his or her par- 
ticular part, this machine functioning most efficiently when in full work- 
ing order. Better still, we were like a group of batteries so coupled as to 
contribute certain energy-products—weakened when some of the batteries 
were missing, stronger when all were in place and functioning. That some 
such amalgamation always takes place between mediums and sitters in 
seances productive of physical results many tprevious researchers have sur- 
mised, and many previous records indicate but in our work this co-opera- 
tion we now regard as practically established as I have already intimated. 
This, added to the fact that the greater the magnitude of the phenomenon 
the greater invariably were the number of seances preceding its appearance, 
(these sometimes wnt as high as twenty or more sittings) has gradually 
led us to hold the opinion that the Dawn teleplasms were and are the out- 
come of unknown energy-accumulation and energy-storing processes going 
on over a considerable period of experimental time with the psycho-dy- 
namic energies thus acquired being drawn from every mediumistic source 
available throughout each series of consecutive sittings. 
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But findings of this nature are by no means confined to the Winnipeg 
investigators; far from it. Baron Von Schrenck-Notzing, who it will be 
remembered, was a medical practitioner of wide experience and high stand- 
ing, writing of a veil-like substance which he on one occasion saw immedi- 
ately in front of his eyes and which seemed to issue from Eva C.’s mouth, 
remarks that the emergence in this instance was accompanied by “‘deep res- 
pirations and convulsive muscular effort” and that “her muscles showed a 
tendency to muscular contraction.’”* 


Dr. Gustave Geley, late director of the Paris Metapsychic Institute, 
writing of the same powerful medium says: 


“The phenomena appear (when they appear at all) after a variable 
interval, sometimes very short, sometimes very long, an hour or more. They 
always begin by painful sensations in the medium. She sighs, groans inv 
termittently, like a woman in travail. These groanings are greatest when a 


manifestation begins to appear. They diminish or cease altogether when 
it is complete.” + 


I do not need to remind readers of this journal that phenomenal res- 
piratory disturbances have also been witnessed with the Boston medium. 
In company with Dr. L. R. G. Crandon and Dr. Mark Richardson, both 
of whom have long enjoyed an enviable reputation in their respective fields 
of surgery and medicine, I have myself observed Margery’s respirations 
fall as low as five or six to the minute, a condition which under ordinary 
circumstances would indicate the near approach of physical dissolution, 
or if observed in a patient under anaesthesia would be regarded as an ex: 
ceedingly grave symptom demanding immediate attention. 

How truly remarkable is the similarity to be traced between the re- 
actions manifested by the Winnipeg medium Ewan and the Austrian phy- 
sical medium Rudi Schneider may be discovered by careful perusal of the 
following excerpts, taken from an excellent summary of Dr. Eugene Osty’s 
reportt on his now famous experiments with Schneider at the Paris Meta- 


Psychic Institute, published by the semi-popular Paris journal “Je Sais 
Tout” in June of 1932: 


(a) “When the white light was extinguished, Schneider became silent 
in his chair. After a lapse of two to five minutes, he shook himself roughly 
several times, his respiration was suspended and then suddenly took on a 
rhythm of a very high rate, which continued with variations during the 
whole time of the seance except for several moments when Rudi gave brief 
verbal directions and at certain other periods, few in number, when the 
respiration ceased totally from 30 - 60 seconds.” 


(b) ‘As soon as he has passed into the somnambulistic state Rudi 
breathes with a respiration of extraordinary rapidity, notwithstanding 


* ‘Phenomena of Materialization” by Baron Von Schrenck-Notzing (E. P. Dutton & 
Co., New York, Page 52.) 


_}“Clairvoyance and Materialization’ by Dr. Gustave Geley (translated by Mr. Stanley 
de Brath and published by T. Fisher Unwin Ltd.) Page 184. 


tSee also “Invisible Exteriorization” by Dr. Eugene Osty, A. S. P. R. Journal, May 1932. 
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that the entire musculature of his body is contracted.* Under these 
conditions he labours to produce and exteriorize the “force” from which 
he will make the invisible substance given to Dr. Osty to discover.” 

Nor is this all: there remains still another highly interesting agree- 
ment to point out: there is the matter of the strange rubbings exhibited by 
the mediums in the Dawn group, which, it will be recalled, the trance di- 
rectors claimed were purposely made use of in order to obtain still more 
energy, still more “force” for the exteriorization shortly to be given. The 
excerpt I have in mind is this: 

(c) “When its creation (that is, the creation of the invisible ‘force’) 
is difficult Rudi has his arms held instead of his wrists and with his hands 
rubs quickly up and down on the controller . . . Rudi entranced explains © 
this act: “It is the medium who furnishes the power in the first place; but 
if he lacks it, he must take it from the sitters’.” 

That is, the Osty-Schneider experiments, like the Winnipeg-Dawn ex- 
periments, point to the possibility that other persons beside the recognized 
medium may be contributors in physical seances and that one of the modes 
of releasing this contribution is frictional rubbings by the hand of the 
medium. 

Arising as they do out of independent investigations carried on in 
different parts of the world with different mediums, these numerous par- 
allel findings indicate fundamental facts of great significance which science 
cannot ignore. Medical researchers working in the telekinetic and in the 
teleplasmic fields have unwittingly supplied metapsychic science with the 
first bedrock test of genuine physical mediumship: the fact that all mediums 
producing genuine objective phenomena sooner or later reveal unmistak- 
able evidence that they are experimencing very real physiological and 
psycho-physiological disturbances—disturbances basically the same in all 
of them and over which they would appear to have no normal control. 

II. Subjective Features of the Winnipeg Group-Mediumship 

But the objective aspect was not the only aspect of the Winnipeg 
group‘mediumship commanding the attention of the observers taking part 
in these particular experiments. There was also the subjective side of the 
work, rich in phenomenal features, and like the more physical we have 
been considering, inextricably interlaced with the production and manifes- 
tation of the various teleplasmic formations appearing from time to time 
before the eyes of the waiting cameras. To obtain a clear and full under- 
standing of the nature and import of this class of co-operative products, 
it will be necessary to say something first about the photographic and of 
our experiments—a part of our seance procedure which at once brings us 
face to face with what to some may be the outstanding aspect of all these 
phenomenal events: I refer to the part player in our work by the trance 
directors claiming to be—as do practically all personalties of this type— 
deceased personalities consciously functioning in what seems to us an in 


material state of being. 

* Instances of rigidity being observed in some portion of a medium’s (D.D. Home one of 
them) musculature were reported by a number of witnesses testifying before the various in- 
vestigating committees set up by the London Dialectical Society in 1869. 
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Taking the Photographs 

Our experimental room, a room set aside especially for this work, 
kept continuously and absolutely dark except for the free use of red light 
whenever necessary, cameras * at each experiment were opened without 
injury to the plates, either before or shortly after a seance began, and were 
leit open until an exposure was made or the sitting closed. This, added 
to the fact that the flashlight was released by a push button held in the 
hand and connected with the electric current and an electric firing device 
which need not here be described, made it possible for us to expose the 
plates at a moment’s notice. 


But the question will naturally arise—how did we know where to 
focus the cameras in the first place, and in the second place, how did we 
know when to release the flashlight? Astonishing as it may seem, days, 
weeks and sometimes months in advance, we were informed by the leading 
trance directors—the Dawn-“Walter,” the Mercedes“Lucy,” the Merc: 
edes-“*Katie” or the Ewan-“John”y at what point in the seance room the 
next manifestation would in all likelihood appear. This might be on 
Dawn's face, it might be to her lett, to her right, or behind her; it might . 
be some spot within the open cabinet in which she was seated or again it 
might be, as it was on one occasion, a point toward the center of the room. 
And included in this pre-information were often amazingly exact forecasts 
as to.the type and details of the coming phenomenon. 


But the matter did not end here: the trance directors as well, arranged 
for and gave the signal for exploding the flashlight, this signal being varied 
from time to time and itself sometimes an event of phenomenal nature. 
When it is known that two signals only in the whole of our five years 
experience has led to negative results, it will be seen how successfully in 
each instance the control-signals synchronized with the teleplasm’s brief 
visible state. 


Still other events of a phenomenal nature surrounded the coming and 
registration of the Dawn teleplasms. In nearly every case—and I have still 
in mind the sixty registrations mentioned previously—very shortly after the 
flash had been fired our trance friends made it clear to us what would be 
discovered on the plates when they were developed, their descriptions very 
often indicating not only the general nature of the phenomena registered 
but their inner and minute details impossible for anyone to see normally in 
the brief duration of the blinding flash. Indeed, in most cases these de- 
tailed and accurate descriptions were given before the experimenters were 


* For flashlight and camera equipment used in the Winnipeg sittings see plate 1 illus- 
trating article “Mary M Teleplasms” Psychic Science, January 1931. 


+“John” and “Katie” claimed to have much knowledge of materializations and to be the 
controls who appeared in the "70’s and °80’s under the name of “John King” and “Katie King.” 
“Walter” appeared to be the “boss” and claimed to be the personality manifesting in the 
Margery circle. It should be clearly understood however that neither in the Boston nor Winni- 
peg experiments has there been forthcoming any formal or conclusive proof supporting this 
latter identity. While the Winnipeg investigations have brought to light considerable evidence 
definitely tending to support the theory of personal survival, this evidence centres mainly 
about other communicators, with the Winnipeg “Walter” acting seemingly as chief organizer, 
director and supernormal “mechanic.” T. G. H. 
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Mercedes in cataleptic state during experiment of Nov. 12, 1930. The medium 
Dawn, in trance, hands held by Dr. J. A. Hamilton, is in the act of giving the 
signal which led to the multiple photographic registration of the first “Katie” 
phenomenon, but which, except for a small portion of the “veil” seen in the 
upper right hand corner, this particular view does not record. 


: 
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Dawn teleplasm photographed on signal given by Mercedes, Feb. 22, 1931. 
Dawn’s and Mercedes’ hands held throughout experiment. Six mediums in 
all in trance—Dawn, Mercedes, Ewan, Elizabeth, Anna and Charles. 
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even certain that a mass had appeared at all. And all this, not by one sub- 
jective mediumship, but by several, as we shall now discover. 


Ewan’s Subjective Co-operation 


By way of introduction to some examples of this class of inter-action 
furnished by the Ewan mediumship for instance, let me first point out that 
Ewan, a man of education, culture and the highest integrity, became a 
member of our investigating group in February 1928 solely as a sitter and 
observer and with no thought in mind of developing mediumship either 
physical or mental. Possessed of a highly critical mind and a more than 
ordinarily cautious outlook, he found it more difficult than most, perhaps, 
to allow his various psychic gifts to be developed, and when they were de- 
veloped, to regard their products as of any particular value. That his 
mediumship, however, did contribute, and that heavily, to the success of 
the Dawn sittings, our review of the more physical qualities of this medi- 
umship has already shown; that its mental side also at times contributed 
heavily to the establishment of these objective occurrences, the following 
brief review of certain seance proceedings and events will, among other 
things, disclose. 


At a sitting held on Sept. 29, 1929, Dawn, previously undressed, 
sponged and redressed in garments supplied by the investigator, takes her 
seat in the uncurtained open cabinet. Her right hand is thereafter held con- 
tinuously by Dr. J. A. H., her left hand by Mr .C. Presently she passes 
into trance; so likewise do the auxiliaries Mercedes, Ewan, and Elizabeth. 
Following this in a short time Dawn is heard making sounds as if nauseated. 
Her control states that she has swallowed some teleplasm and would be 
better to discharge it. He intimates that he is about to give an exterioriza- 
tion and that (for the first time) the signal will be given by Ewan. \ Ewan 
presently gives the signal and the flash is fired. Dawn-Walter insists that 
Ewan tell what is on the plates. Ewan states that two masses have been 
photographed, one on Dawn’s cheek, one on her breast. When the plates 
are developed this pre-information is found to be correct. 


The sitting of Oct. 27 (1929) begins at 9:05 p.m. Dawn, Ewan, 
Mercedes and Elizabeth pass into trance. At 9:43 Dawn’s controllers, 
Dr. J. A. H. and Mr. C. report that they have examined her head, face and 
neck without releasing her hands and find nothing on or attached to these 
parts. Dr. T. G. H. opens the cameras, six in all including two stereo- 
scopic cameras and one wide-angle camera. At 9:54 Dawn-Walter gives 
the signal for the flash (four stamps with the medium’s foot, the flash fired 
on the fourth stamp). At 9:55 Walter intimates that he is controlling 
two mediums simultaneously, Ewan and Dawn. Ewan now tells what is 
on the plates: a teleplasm covering the face and neck of the medium Dawn 
and revealing three faces near her mouth. These faces he says will be rec: 
ognized. Plates developed, a mass* is found to occupy this position and 
to contain three faces (miniatures), two exceedingly lifelike and distinct, 


* For full description and photographs of the face-bearing teleplasm obtained Oct. 27, 
1929, the reader is referred to “Psychic Science,” January, 1932. 
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one much over-covered by cloud-like teleplasm. These are finally identified 
as the faces of three individuals deceased for some years. 


Following the sitting of Dec. 29, 1929, Ewan in a normal state, in- 
forms one of the secretaries that he is under the impression that we will 
shortly obtain the photograph of a hand. A large hand simulacrum ap- 
pears at the next sitting (Jan. 5) and is successfully photographed on 
Dawn’s signal. 

In March 1930, speaking as the alleged John, Ewan predicts that 
Mercedes will have a special part to play in the promised Katie-John- 
Walter materialization phenomenon—a part in which she will “become 
as one that has died.” These predictions are unexpectedly fulfilled eight 
months later when Mercedes passes into the cataleptic state (described 
previously) prior to and at the time of the appearance of the first so-called 
Katie manifestation photographed on Nov. 12. 


At the experiment of Oct. 18, 1931, Ewan-John states that we will 
shortly photograph a “form” having complete depth. Photographs of the 
materialization of Nov. 29, taken from the sides show this to be true. 


In the above examples taken more or less at random from the records 
of many such feats exhibited by this medium, the nature and sweep of 
Ewan’s subjective co-operation is before us. By virtue of some unknown 
power operating within him while in an abnormal state (the trance state 
outlined earlier) he was able to make known, first, the nature of certain 
phenomena which as yet lay in the future; and second, to describe certain 
phenomena which had occurred but which due to the darkness of the room 
at the time, no one present could normally see, the phenomenon he thus 
describes being in every case much more intimately connected with another 
medium’s organism than with his own! No comment of the writer's can 
make more evident the transcendental nature of such proceedings. 


Mercedes’ Subjective Co-operations | 


But the secondary medium just dealt with was not the only auxiliary 
of the Dawn group able to render subjective aid unquestionably establish- 
ing the supernormality of these proceedings. The medium Mercedes 
(Mercedes joined our group in April 1929, eighteen teleplasms having al- 
ready been photographed) also at times exhibited interlocked mental mani- 
festations of paramount importance. Her mediumship passing into its 
demonstrably supernormal phase in the preparation for and coming of the 
Katie phenomena mentioned above, we find her giving her first signal at 
the sitting of Feb. 22, 1931, when an unusually large teleplasm was found 
to have completely overcovered the head and face of the leading medium 
(See plate 2). 

On June 27, 1932, a large and beautiful teleplasmic mass was revealed 
by the cameras depending from Dawn’s mouth and nose and in it a mini- 
ature faceform and other phenomenal features of supreme interest and 
import. Mercedes as the control “Katie” spontaneously gave the signal 
for its registration. 
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At an experiment held on March 23, 1933, again we find this en- 
tranced medium spontaneously signalling for the release of the flashlight, 
the exposure on this date disclosing the presence of a small amorphous tele- 
plasm, not on Dawn's face but near the black wall of the cabinet. 


Aid by still other Auxiliaries 

Equally clear cut, although on a less extensive scale, were the co-oper- 
ative efforts of this type put forth by still other secondary mediums. Vic- 
tor, a business man, and like Ewan, in the beginning a sitter-observer only, 
found his hitherto unsuspected mediumistic faculties coming to the fore 
in the form of clairaudience and clairvoyance. In a number of instances 
his clairvoyant gifts led to notable results. On Nov. 27, 1932 for in 
stance, he described a “form” which he said he saw in the cabinet. His 
description was recorded verbatim by the writer as he gave utterance to 
it. Five months later a “form” was photographed at this point, tallying 
exactly with the details of the recorded description—Victor himself being 
absent. At a sitting held on Jan. 9, 1933, unexpectedly and without warn- 
ing this same medium suddenly gave the signal (his first) for the flash, the 
photographs thus obtained revealing that at the moment the exposure was 
made there was present within the cabinet, apart from Dawn, a major 
materialization said to be the third “Katie King” manifestation. 

The clairvoyant faculties of a trance-speaking medium given the name 
of “Anna,” present at most of the experiments held during the fall of 1930 
and the opening months of 1931, also brought forth, on a number of occa- 
sions, descriptions of certain objective formations said to be ready on the 
“other side,” descriptions later found to constitute remarkably accurate 
forecasts regarding phenomena not yet visible to normal sight. 

Evidential clairvoyance was also exhibited from time to time by 
Elizabeth,* our senior medium, formerly a telekinetic and subjective med- 
ium of great power, but throughout the bulk of the Dawn experiments 
functioning largely as a Dawn adjunct. 

Still more recently, at a sitting held on Dec. 20 of the year just closed, 
we were greatly surprised to observe still another entranced medium being 
brought into the ranks of the subjective co-operators. This was “Norman” 
a young man of more than ordinary literary ability who shortly before had 

joined our group for the first time. On the date mentioned a cloud-like 
teleplasm issuing apparently from Dawn's left shoulder, appeared well 
back into the cabinet. In it was to be seen a fairly well defined human 
countenance. This was photographed on a signal given by our new-found 
and newly developed auxiliary. 

Nor was Norman the only new auxiliary to take an important part in 
this Dec. 20 seance. “Florence,” a lady of university standing, also gave 
evidence that her slowly awakening psychic faculties were being called 
upon to give evidence that unseen things were at hand. The verbatim re’ 
port of this date covering this point is of special interest in that it shows 
in small compass the amazing complexity of the intelligence-phenomena 


* See “Some Physical Phenomena Observed with the Medium Elizabeth,” Psychic Re’ 
search, September 1931. 
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constantly arising as a result of the spontaneous co-operation of simultane- 
ously functioning mediums. 


Dawn-Walter: “I will establish so that I can speak through Florence.” 

Mercedes-Lucy: “I wish you could have got the message through Florence. Bear with 
Walter; he is very busy. Norman wishes to speak.” 

Norman: “How many cameras have you in the room?” T. G. H. replies that he has 


twelve and that five are open—one stereoscopic camera, one wide-angle, and 
three others. 


Florence, in a state of semi-trance, says: 


“The .. . lights . . . are strong . . . they are touching 
me.... There... is 

...a... picture... in the cabinet.” 
Dawn-Walter: “That's the message; wake her up now. . . . I would like to have some- 


one in Ewan’s place (Ewan temporarily absent) as I want to try some new ex- 
periments. Bring someone! I’m not going to have half a person! They must 
give themselves to me. I want a physical medium! You've asked for a photo- 
graph! Ive said he'd get that picture to-night! It’s up to you Lucy! (ina 
loud voice) To all three!” (Norman, Florence and Mercedes). 
Norman suddenly says “Fire!” 

Lucy: “There should be a face in the picture.” 


(Excerpt from progress notes of Dec. 20, 1933, made by Mr. G. 
Snider, M. A.) 

Looked at in still smaller compass the main steps giving conclusive 
evidence of the simultaneous use of four mediumships to bring about and 
establish one and the same objective event are as follows: 


(1) Dawn-Walter makes it known that the leading director pur- 
poses to make an effort to speak through the new medium Florence. 

(2) Mercedes-Lucy intimates that they, the controls, desire to trans 
mit through the new channel a special message of some kind. 

(3) Florence-Walter states that there is a “picture” in the cabinet, 
that is, a teleplasmic phenomenon sufficiently objective to be photographed. 
(4) Dawn-Walter states that the Florence message is correct. 

(5) Norman gives the signal. 

(6) Mercedes-Lucy intimates that a teleplasm has been recorded 
and that it reveals a face. 

The outcome we already know: a teleplasm had appeared; it was 
within the cabinet; it revealed a face. Four mediums participating definite: . 
ly in one experiment with the chief subjective proofs of supernormality 
provided, not by the main medium but by the three secondary mediums!—. 
One more example of the type and range of phenomena being continually 
unfolded by means of the Dawn-group mediumship in action. 

So much then for a more or less hurried review of the main experi- 
mental features exhibited by the main interlocked mediumships which from 
time to time have operated both physically and mentally in the Winnipeg 
experiments during the past five years, and which have led to the photo- 
graphic registration of some three score exteriorizations of the mystery- 
substance teleplasm, along with its various products—miniature faces, 


hands, fingers, and so on. Three findings of paramount scientific impor- 
tance confront us: 
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Ist. The Dawn materializations were the outcome, not of one med- 
ium’s organism functioning alone, but of several medium’s organisms func- 
tioning more or less simultaneously. 

2nd. They were the outcome in each case not of one sitting but of 
a number of sittings held consecutively. 

3rd. The supernormal directors responsible for their appearance and 
registration communicated, not by means of one psychic centre, but by 
means of a number of psychic centres functioning simultaneously as com- 
ponent parts of one mediumship. In other words the evidence is conclu 
sive that these phenomena, subjective and objective alike, were brought 
about by some central directing agency operating from a level of existence 
of which orthodox physical science has neither experience nor knowledge. 
We are bound to ask ourselves what, or who, is this central agency. 
Group mediumship therefore, such as we have here been examining and 
considering, extremely difficult though it is to assemble and cultivate, 
would seem at last to offer a new avenue of approach to a further study 
of these little known and profoundly mysterious phenomena—teleplasmic 
manifestations and the supernormal intelligence back of them. 

T. Gren Hamitton, M.D., F.A.CS. 
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1. ADVENTURES IN THE PSYCHICAL (1914) .nccccseses G. Addington Bruce 
2. BLOOD ORANGES (1932) Frances Brett Young 
3. CLOUD OF WITNESS: A (1920) Anna de Koven 
4. DEATH UNVEILED (1929) Anna Louisa Fletcher 
5. GESAMMELTE AUFSETZE ZUR PARAPSYCHOLOGIE (1929) 


Baron von Schrenck-Notzing 
6. HAUNTED ADJUTANT: the; and other tales . . . (1885).....Edmund Quincy 


7. HOUSE OF THE DEAD: the (1920) Fydor Dostoevsky 

(trans. by Constance Garnett.) 
8. MYTH IN MEDECINE (1884) Alfred G. Garratt, M.D. 
9. PRIMITIVE RELIGION (1924) Robt. H. Lowie, Ph.D. 
10. PROCESS OF MAN’S BECOMING: the (1921) “Quaestor Vitae.” 
11. PROPHET: the (1930) Kahlil Gibran 
12. PSYCHOLOGY OF ACHIEVEMENT: the (1930) ccocccssssessee Walter B. Pitkin 
13. ROXANA: The Fortunate Mistress (Ed. de Luxe) Daniel Defoe 
14. SCIENCE OF LIFE: the (1801) Charles Maclean 
15. SPREADING DAWN: the (1927) Basil King 
16. VESTIGES OF THE SPIRIT-HISTORY OF MAN (1858) ceccssssese S. F. Dunlap 


WE ARE HERE—WHY? By Edna Wadsworth Moody. (Marshall Jones Co., 212 


Summer Street, Boston, Mass., octavo 312 pp., Price $2.) Presented by the 
publisher. 


— 


DO PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA PROVE 
SURVIVAL? 


Notes of a Debate held at Hyslop House on the evening of 
March 26th 1934. Mr. Carl Percy in the Chair. 


For the Affirmative—Mk. Frepericx Bonp. 


For the Negative—Dr. SHatter Upton Lawton, M.D. 
Mr. Bond 


For the purpose of this debate the term ‘Survival’ is taken as implying 
the persistence of the human personality, with its complete memories, its 
character and mental and spiritual attributes unchanged beyond death— 
in other words, the survival of the Individual with powers intact of com- 
munication and response. 

PROOF of Survival I would define as Evidence sufficiently strong to 
constitute such reasonable certainty as would satisfy the intellectual judg- 
ment. Proof in the absolute sense is not a thing we can reasonably look - 
for. What we call Proof and what passes for proof is evidence that dem- 
onstrates such a high degree of probability in favor of a certain fact that 
its acceptance logically follows. 

PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA must also be carefully defined as 
there are two orders of phenomenal happenings which are apt to be con- 
fused, owing to the mixed nature of many. These two orders I would 


contrast as (1) Psychical and (2) Metapsychical, as follows: 

(1). PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA. Those in which the presence of intelli- 
gent agency and emotional sensibility are apparent. 

(2). METAPSYCHICAL PHENOMENA. Those in which the presence of 


dynamic agencies of an ultra-physical nature are alone apparent. 

We are excluding discussion of the second class as they do not offer 
ground for the proof of survival. They demonstrate the existence of ob- 
scure forces in nature, related no doubt to the life-force and to the psy- 
chical side of the physical organism and they show that these forces trans 
cend the limits of the body; but they do not always indicate conscious 
will, intelligence, or motive. 

And now, having defined the meaning of the terms used in this dis- 
cussion, it becomes necessary to say a few words for the further clearing 
of the ground of debate. Let us bear in mind the distinction between 
Proof and Conviction. Proof, in the intellectual sense, may be attained 
without Conviction. Conviction is Intuitive Recognition and Accep- 
tance. Intellectual admission often fails to bring this acceptance, and 
this is constantly the case with psychical researchers. Except in rare cases 
it is Experience alone that can bring Conviction;—though there are cer- 
tain evidences at second-hand which have sufficed to do this. But even 
with these, the certainty, when it arrives, is due to Intuitive Recognition 
of the verity. This power of recognition is in itself irrespective of logical 
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proof, although it is frequently strengthened by the evidence of fact of- 
fered in the objective sense. Herein lies the immense value of concrete 
instances of authentic and indubitable psychical phenomena. Convic- 
tion of an intuitive nature is often unsupported by Proof: and whilst 
it so remains it has value only for the person so convinced and not tor 
others. An Objective Proof, or Objective Evidence amounting to proof, 
is thus indispensable for a general advance of our psychical science. It 
thus becomes the duty of every sincere student to strive to unite in him- 
self or herself the two qualities of Intellectual Understanding and Intui- 
tive Conviction. 

The method by which our science is establishing itself as a stable 
and certain thing may be defined in three stages: 

(1). The assimilation of knowledge of all kinds of psychical phenomena of 
undoubted authenticity; with the power of Discrimination between false and true: 


for the development of which power a study of pseudo-phenomena and the science of 
illusory effects is also advocated. 

(2). The co-ordination of the knowledge gained, and the deducing from its 
data of the laws governing the inter-relation of the physical and the psychical—the 
control of Matter by Mind, through the intermediate dynamic agencies of the meta- 
psychical realm. 

(3). The building of a Philosophy which shall embrace and co-relate ALL 
THE FACTS within the scope of enquiry and of our survey. 


TYPES OF PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA 
Dr. Hans Driesch, in his book ‘Psychic Research’, attempts a fundamental dis- 
tinction of type in psychical phenomena. 


HAUNTINGS he considers to be among the best established. The im- 
portance of authentic cases of Haunting for the student of psychical phe- 
nomena is to be explained in view of the spontaneous nature of the happen- 
ings and their apparent independence of any living medium. 

It is possible to regard the haunted spot as a sort of storage battery 
of psychical force in the manifestation of which certain elements of hu- 
man personality are apparent. Certainly something of Memory seems 
present, and Memory is a true psychical attribute. The memory element 
in Hauntings appears often mechanical and dreamlike—a subconscious re- 
hearsal of former activities or emotional crises. Such cases are not di- 
rectly evidential of the recall of the actual Personality or true Ego, but in 
other cases there seems warrant for assuming its presence. PSYCHOME- 
TRY is allied to Hauntings, since in the reading of passages from former 
associations of a given article or specimen we have this reawakening of 
memories connected with the personality of those who in times past may 
have worn or handled the article from which the reading is made. 

Other categories of phenomena which may be evidential of survival 
are: 


AUTOMATIC WRITING, TRANCE-SPEAKING, PREDICTION, TRANCE- 
CONTROL or POSSESSION, DIRECT-VOICE PHENOMENA, and PHOTO- 
CHEMICAL EFFECTS. 


Automatic Writing I would couple here with Trance-speaking. These 
modes of psychical manifestation are seldom able to offer such evidence 
of Survival as would satisfy the critical researcher because both, as modes 
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of transmission, are apt to be clouded by elements derived from medium- 
istic sources as well as being colored in some cases by the mentality of 
the sitter. It is, therefore, only in such instances as give us internal evi- 
dence of supernormal knowledge, such as the description of objects un- 
known to any living person and not accessible in records, that we need to 
assume the presence of the Mind of the Discarnate as the sole agency cap- 
able of explaining the phenomena. 


My experience, however, compels me to regard Survival as proved 
in the individual sense by Automatic Writing in respect of the follow- 
ing: 

(1). Knowledge of matters inaccessible to the living. 


(Example: the Plan of the Loretto Chapel given in 1916, published in 1918, and 


not exhumed until 1920. There was no record of its dimensions and position-in- 
detail.) 


(2). Veridical Prediction of coming events: 
(Example: the Prophecies of the Great War, given in script in 1909-1912; and 
of the chief crises during the War, given months before their occurrence.) 


(3). Knowledge of Languages unknown to medium or sitter;—with the traas- . 
lation of passages either concurrently given, as in the Philip Lloyd script, or subsc- 
quently verified by experts as in the Chinese script of Jane Revere Burke. 

(4). Persistence of Personality. 


(Example: the manifestation of Johannes Bryant, Monk of the Abbey of Glas 
tonbury temp: Henry VIII, through five or more independent mediums over a period 
of 26 years—all showing true indications of personal character and peculiarities. 


THE DIRECT VOICE.—with or without the trumpet, I hold to 
have offered unmistakeable evidence of a clear contact with surviving 
Personality when the conditions attending its transmission have been fav- 
orable. 

PHOTO-CHEMICAL EFFECTS.—the marking of sensitive films in 
a manner evidential of the presence and agency of a human intelligence 
not that of any one of the agents concerned. This I hold to have been 
proved in a manner not explainable by any other hypothesis. 

(In this connection I would cite the specimens secured by myself in at least two 


amateur groups—the British College and the WHPB group of New York—also the 
work of Major Spencer and Mr. Staveley Bulford.) 


PSYCHOMETRY offers evidence of an indirect link with the per- 
sonality of individuals long deceased as well as that of a Nature-Memory. 
The personal association is through a channel of subconscious memory of 
an extremely attenuated nature, but under certain conditions the actual 
Entity seems to be contacted. 

OBSESSION, MULTIPLE PERSONALITY, CONTROL or POS- 
SESSION, and INSPIRATION are, in my opinion, all of them phenom- 
ena proved to exist and to be adequately explained in their entirety only 
by the action or the interaction of actual surviving personalities no longer 
in the flesh. But when I speak of ‘Survival’ I shall state more explicitly 
what I mean by this when I come to speak of the philosophic position. 

GENERAL AFFIRMATIVE POSITION. Intercommunion of em- 
bodied and disembodied personalities being, as I hold, through sympathetic 
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mental or emotional association with the living, it follows that the actual 
source of communication is often subject to confusion. Nevertheless, I af- 
firm not only that psychical phenomena give evidence in proof of Sur 
vival, but that the Spiritist Hypothesis is the only one which satisfies ALL 
the facts. 


THE PHILOSOPHIC POSITION. For a more detailed exposition 
of my views on the philosophic side of Survival, I invite reference to my 
papers in the Journal of the ASPR for 1929 (Jan-June) under the title 
‘Athanasia” (Immortality), and to my recent book “The Secret of Im- 
mortality” with special reference to its conclusion. 

Man has two orders of conscious being or two modes of consciousness—the one 
supraliminal and the other subliminal. In most persons there is a sharp disconnec- 
tion between the two, but in others there is a degree of concurrent awareness of both 
The supraliminal is connected with the physical organism and environment, but the 


subliminal acts independently of the body and brain except in so far as it is able to 
control the waking consciousness. 

The physical consciousness ceases at death, but the other 1s of continuous nature 
and remains uninterrupted by death. Its vehicles of expression are ‘bodies’ of ethcric 
substance or of an order even more remote from the material. In each more inward 
stage of consciousness, the trend to union with other personalities by sympathetic 
mental association is increased. Thus the discarnate are successively brought nearer 
to the Parent Mind in which all are one. This intrinsic unity provides the field for all 
telepathic action between minds and, being subliminal, there is no differentiation here 
between incarnate and discarnate in its activities. 


Birth and Death are thus nothing more than changes in the Form 
of Perception expressive of the mode of Self-Realization. The growth of the 
human Personality I hold to be the outcome of evolutionary law. Thus 
the individual Personality tends ever more to distinction in character. 
Earth-life is a school of experience—probably but one of many— mak- 
ing for this same evolutionary difference. But the loss of the outward or 
physical personality is of no real consequence since its essential experiences 
are woven into the fabric of the Permanent Being. Consequently every 
experience in a material environment will mark a stage towards a more 
perfect Expression of the Psyche in man. SURVIVAL is a term not to 
be interpreted in any temporal manner; since the true Personality is NOT 
IN TIME as we know it, though it is linked with the Time-Routine of 
earth by its memories. What we call Personality here is but the temporal 
shell, apparent at the ‘present moment’—i.e. the moment present to our 
individual consciousness-—and it represents only a fugitive and infinitesi- 
mal part of the true Entity. To the larger consciousness, which lives in 
the subliminal and out of Time and Space, the Earth-personality would 
appear only as a single picture in a cinema-film of indefinite extent, and 
the film alone would carry the real story. 

Elements of Personality innumerable are associated with each in- 
carnate human being, though not expressed in the physical order. They 
are subliminal. They tend to self-expression in a great variety of ways. 
And Mediumship is to be explained in this manner. (Thus the ‘control’ 
of the séance-room may be at one and the same time a part of the subliminal 
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mental field of the medium or sitter and yet a manifestation of another 
and distinctive personality in sympathetic association with the living.) 


POINTS IN DR. LAWTON’S REPLY 
IN THE DEBATE of MARCH 26, 1934. 
Note A. 

Of what nature are the phenomena which we term ‘psychical’? Does 
the mechanism we are using justify this definition? We are relying in 
our demonstration on data which are sensory. Many of the phenomena 
attributed to psychical sources are associated with a state of Hysteria in 
the subject. The cause of them is a mind divided against itself. Parts 
of the Personality are acting independently. The result is manifest in 
automatisms of various kinds and in the manifestation of Double, Triple, 
or Multiple Personality. This state of dissociation is necessary in some 
degree for successful hypnosis. 

FREUD divides the Individual into two complements (1) the “ID 
which represents the Animal Soul and its Wants (Libido)—an entity al , 
ways in conflict with its environment and therefore always in a state of 
repression. But this element of Personality is progressively curbed by In- 
telligence—the Intelligence of the EGO,-—so that the reactions of the 
EGO-ID build the Personality in its fulness. But the opposition may be- 
come acute enough to cause a split between the Conscious Part (the Ego) 
and the Subconscious (The Id). This warfare further gives rise to a 
third principle-—the desire for Peace, expressed as the Desire of Death. 
And the individual turns to Philosophy in order to express this desire. 

Note B. 

If Survival of the Individual be a fact, then what is it that really 
survives? An argument for Survival has been predicated upon the Intui- 
tions. But do these originate in the Subconscious? We ask them, “Can 
the Id become a higher Entity—the Intuitive?—and survive as such? 
Proof, we say, must be rational and logical, if it is to appeal to the con- 
scious mind. This order of proof we contrast with the intuitive. But 
here it must be pointed out that all reasoning is ultimately founded upon 
propositions which are always intuitive in their nature—propositions taken 
on faith. Intuitive conclusions cannot be torn down by reason. But the 
mind demands for them rational proof, and the question therefore is 
whether psychical phenomena (those phenomena intuitively assumed as 
Psychical) are susceptible of rational proof. 

Euclid sought to corelate the Universe to a system of geometry 
based upon postulates of an intuitive kind,—that is, self-evident, and his 
proofs are all built upon these. But there are at least two other possible 
geometric systems of a Non-Euclidian nature, either of which can be used 
to explain the structure of our universe. Which are we to choose? They 
are mutually exclusive. Our choice may be totally at variance with the 
Real. We are thus brought face to face with the possibility that a mental 
Ideal may have no relation to Actuality. And if we are to apply this prin- 
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ciple to the hypothesis of Survival, we must be more than ever careful in 
our strict dependence upon Inductive Proof. 

Our first care therefore must be in regard to all systems of reason- 
ing by Analogy. It is easy to discover analogies in Nature which ap- 
pear to point to the survival of the Individual, but these, again, may be 
misleading. There is an inductive generalization from the observed fact 
that all men die. Our deduction is that Mr. John Smith, being a man, 
will die. Herein is our first analogic error. Mr. John Smith may not die. 
Furthermore, there is a too easy and false sense of security in having 
attached a name to a given observable phenomenon. The nominalist does 
not explain or answer any Why? when he attaches a nom de plume to 
something. He can not thus account for, or elucidate, the nature of the 
changes designated by the word—death. On the other hand, we must be 
cautious in the matter of extrapolating from a small residue of cases in 
which possible survival is perchance suggested. We should be extremely 
cautious in stating that, because we find provocative evidence of survival 
in a few cases that therefore Survival of the Individual is proved even 
though such evidence might justifiably furnish strong presumptive affirma- 
tion to the intuitive mind. 

The doctrine of Causality—of Cause and Effect—tends to rule our 
ideas of the Universe. But do Cause and Effect really rule the world? 
lf they do not, can we make any logical deduction at all as to the se 
quence of the events of life. There is no logical conclusion that we can 
argue on this. The ancients divided the Man into Spirit, Soul, and Body: 
but they established no relation of a rational kind between the three parts 
or principles. The problem now before us is to discover a true relation 
between the Ideal and the Real worlds. Our scheme must be either Mon- 
ist or Dualist—or, say, Monist or Pluralist—and will be according to the 
intuitive preference of the thinker. The Monist woulda conceive all things 
as the outcome of a First Cause and therefore would perceive an enduring 
relation between phenomena and their ideal or spiritual origin. My own 
position in this debate is that we are NOT living in a world which is total- 
ly one of Cause and Effect and that there is thus no causal relation be- 
tween the spiritual or psychical on the one hand and the physical or 
mechanical system of the world of Matter (and of physical Energies) on 
the other. 

In the world of atom and molecule the law of Causality holds, but 
in the deeper structures,—at the level of the electron—t apparently does 
not hold. Only PROBABILITY holds—no CERTAINTY. Thus, Pre: 
diction of any future event indicates Probability only. 

We cannot deduce Life from inorganic matter. Certain functions 
of the living organism can be artificially produced in inorganic matter but 
Life itself contravenes the mechanical or chemical laws. 


Note C. 
Psychical Phenomena belong to a realm of experience and are in a 
category apart from the physical. You can, by Experience, accept them on 
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purely intuitive grounds, but you cannot prove relationships of this 
type to the natural world, which is a realm of Law, conditioned by Time 
and Space. No phenomena, therefore, of a strictly physical nature can 
prove Survival. I doubt the proposition that psychical phenomena are 
capable of logical proof. If you admit Survival, there must be an ele- 
ment of Personality, and this must be Timeless and Spaceless and indepen- 
dent of the Primal Atoms. Personality carries Memories and in this re- 
spect it escapes the category of the routine of Cause and Effect in the 
physical world. But I incline to the view that we are really engaged in 
building for ourselves a Larger Personality in the Subliminal world. As 
regards the phenomenal values, all that we can claim to have as proot is 


Intuitive Conviction plus a high degree of Probability derived from the 
inference of Experience. 
Note A. 


Mr. Bond. 


There seems no difference of a fundamental nature in the position 
taken by myself and my opponent. He lays, as I do, the greater stress 
upon the value of Intuitive Conviction; but perhaps goes further than I 
should in discounting the practical importance of proofs derived from the 
general observation of phenomena. In regard to Dual or Multiple Per- 
sonality, the facts of Obsession must be taken into account and allowance 
made for the possibility of a control by alien Personality in cases of hysteria. 
Since all that we know as mediumship assumes the interaction of many 
personalities—whether individual or collective—through a single bodily 
organism, and these act through subliminal channels, it would seem but 
rational to admit that these personalities may at one and the same time be 
a part of the psychical constitution of the medium himself or herself, and 
also a part of the psychical environment of other Egos. 


Note B. 

All psychical research presupposes a real relation between the Ideal 
and the Material orders and I maintain that we are in sight of a demonstra- 
tion of the existence of such relationship through the evidence received 
by us through sensory channels, and the logical appeal to the intellect which 
they afford: this finding due response in our Intuitions. I consider that 
the future lies in a welding of these two faculties on a harmonious and 
rightly balanced basis. The original psychic nature in all of us—the ID 
of Freud—is thus capable of being educated to a higher spiritual status 
through its association with the Intellectual principle. There is thus a 


raising of the emotional element which is inseparable from all psychical ex- 
perience. 


Note C. 

Although the law of Cause and Effect as evident in the physical uni- 
verse does not apply to the spiritual and ideal; or, in other terms, the se- 
quence of events in Time and Space does not hold, yet we are not in a posi- 
tion to deny that Mind and Spirit may prove ultimately to be the true 
controlling factors of the whole mechanism of events. And I think that 
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our experience points to such a control as being an actual and a progres: 
sive one. I therefore consider Spirit and Matter as not being in two un- 
related categories, but as having an indefinitely extensible link of union 
and interaction in Soul—that is, in the growing psychical constitution of 
Man. Through this link, the natural routine—the sequence of Cause 
and Effect—is liable to perpetual modification, and the face of Nature 
may ultimately be transformed thereby. 


* * K 


RECORD OF THE “X” GROUP: FURTHER VERIFICATIONS 
(Ref. to p. 86 of the April Number) 


Mr. Henry W. Fitch of New York, who had seen Mr. Howell John- 
son many times during his lifetime, writes on the 20th April, enclosing 
copy of an extract from “Fire Engineering” of Dec. 11, 1929 from which 


we quote as follows: 

T. Howell Johnson, formerly chief of Bloomfield, N. J., treasurer of the New 
Jersey State Firemen’s Association, officer of the New Jersey Chiefs’ Association and 
secretary of the Eastern Association of Fire Chiefs, died in the Mountainside Hospital, 
Montclair, after a long illness during which an operation was performed. He was 
sixty-nine years old. 

Mr. Johnson was born in Newark, and when a child, his family moved to Bloom- 
field. He attended the public schools there and at one time was in the plumbing 
business. When the fire department was organized in Bloomfield in 1882, Mr. 
Johnson joined the Essex Hook and Ladder Company. He served as chief from 1888 
to 1893. When the Newark Athletic Club was organized, he joined as a charter 
member and at one time served as its secretary. 

He was known throughout New Jersey fire circles for his activities among volun- 
teer firemen. In addition there was scarcely a meeting of the New Jersey Fire Chiefs’ 
Association that he failed to attend. For the past fifteen years he was New Jersey 
representative of the Fabric Fire Hose Company of New York City. 

In addition he was a member of the Newark Chamber of Commerce, New 
Jersey Fire Chiefs’ Association, Bloomfield Council Royal Arcanum, Bloomfield Ex- 
empt Firemens’ Association, Bloomfield Lodge, B.P.O. Elks, Eastern Association of 
Fire Chiefs, and the New Jersey State Firemens’ Association. 

Funeral services were held from the First Presbyterian Church, Bloomfield, De- 
cember 5. Interment was in the Bloomfield Cemetery. 

He is survived by his wife, a son who was a former councilman in Bloomfield, 
a daughter and two brothers. 


The publication has offices at 24 West 40th Street, N. Y. C. 


* 


Records of the Surrogate’s Office in Newark, N. J. show that T. 
Howell Johnson died Dec. 3, 1929. 


th 
A 
1st 
ca 
C 
pc 
he 
or 
If 
m 
| th 
in 
4 M 
ar 
su 
| th 
ar 
hi 
n 
fa 
hi 
be 
al 
vi 
‘ P 
al 
Ww 
cl 
tc 
b 
th 
te 
3 b 


BOOK REVIEW 


The Rock of Truth: J. Arthur Findlay. Philadelphia. David McKay & Co., 1933. 


After reading On the Edge of the Etheric it was with considerable interest that 
I took up The Rock of Truth as I supposed it to be a sequel to the former book. 


I found the whole tone of this book to be one of bitterness. It would seem that 
the author must have met with destructive experiences which have colored his ideas. 
All church people appear to him unthinking and tradition-ridden, whilst all spiritual- 
ists are profoundly intelligent and highly inspired people. Whilst there has been 
cause for some such reaction regarding the Church, it is unfortunate that a better 
balanced judgment could not have been offered by this writer. 

The first four chapters of his book cover an acrimonious diatribe against the 
Church, holding up the cruel and bloodstained passages in its history to exemplify the 
position which Mr. Findlay-—quite erroneously—claims that it now holds. He omits, 
however, to mention that all through the centuries the Church has stood forth as the 
only institution organized for the propagation and development of things spiritual. 
If there were false accretions—and this no one denies—these were obviously due to 
man’s limited intelligence and power to grasp the truth itself. In those earlier days 
there were but a few outstanding minds capable of inspired thought and understand- 
ing, whereas today the general intelligence is more enlightened. 

No one claims that the ideas of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 
Man necessarily originated in Christianity; but there is no doubt that the character 
and life of Jesus pre-eminently illustrate these ideas with dramatic and telling effect. 
Whilst many great pagan thinkers have voiced similar sentiments, yet they did not 
succeed in catching the imagination of the world as did Jesus. 

One might almost think that the writer of this book was living in the days of 
the sin-conscious Jonathan Edwards and his kind. Mr. Findlay does not realize that 
Christians all the world over have grown in tolerance, in balance, and in intelligence, 
and that though the ancient forms and rituals of the Church still hold their ground, 
her communicants read into them a new interpretation in the light of all that science 
now teaches and also a new and revealed aspect of the truths taught by Jesus. 

Mr. Findlay gives sympathetic consideration to the opinions of many writers who 
fanatically deny the existence of the person of Jesus; and he persistently, throughout 
his work, voices their sentiments. Rather flippantly he remarks of the Bible: “The 
book is just a patchwork of stories which have no veridical value and are probably 
all fictitous.”. One wonders just how the historicity of Jesus escaped his notice, in 
view of such modern expert evidence as is offered by the researches of Prof. Case, 
Prof. Goodspeed and others now added to the vast fund of corroborative material 
already established. The statement last quoted is truly amazin gas coming from one 
who wishes to be taken seriously. On p. 136 Mr. Findlay, in speaking of SS Matthew, 
Mark and Luke, says: “How was it they forget to record that Jesus said: ‘For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten son that whosoever believeth on 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life?” 

Does not Mr. Findlay know that the gospel of John was written so much later 
than the other three that it is viewed rather as a series of sermons delivered in a small 
church at Antioch to the early followers of the new sect; and that those very words 
which he attributes to Jesus are to be regarded as spoken about Jesus by John himself 
to his congregation, and not by the Master himself? Has he not realized that the 
beauty and philosophy of the Book of John,—especially ch. 13 to 17 inclusive, are 
the result of the contemplation of a life spent in close association with and devotion 
to its leader: that the first and third persons are interchangeable throughout this whole 
book without any sensible alteration of its meaning? 


Harriet H. DaALtas. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


PSYCHIC CERTAINTIES 


Collected and arranged by H. F. Prevost Battersby 
(Rider 5/-) 


This is an admirable book: the title is not very arresting, but the contents are 
interesting throughout. The author’s aim is to offer to intelligent readers proven 
facts on which to base their own conclusions. He points out that if every student 
should require personal experience before accepting phenomena as genuine the prog- 
ress of science would be frustrated. Such an attitude betrays a weakness in the rea- 
soning faculty; if the facts are attested by authorities whose good faith and scientific 
accuracy are unimpeachable, if the evidence is sound, a logical mind ought to be able 
to appreciate it fairly. In the pages of this work facts of this quality appear under 
every heading. About fourteen classes of phenomena are dealt with. Clairvoyant 
pathology presents some very extraordinary cases such as that of Mollie Fancher who 
was completely paralysed for nine years and also blind and yet was alert with intelli- 
gence and with the use only of two fingers of each hand was able to do elegant fancy 
work and to write with extraordinary rapidity: she could see clairvoyantly what her 
friends were doing at a distance. 

One chapter of peculiar interest records an analysis of their own sensations by 
two gifted clairvoyants, Mr. Ossowiecki and M. de Fleuriere, the former a hard work- 
ing engineer who puts his gift at the disposal of any it may help. He wrote in reply 
to Dr. Geley’s enquiry: “I begin by stopping all reasoning, and I throw all my inner 
power into perception of spiritual sensation. . . . I then find myself in a new and 
special state in which I see and hear outside time and space. . . . Something like elec- 
tricity flows through my extremities for a few seconds. M. de Fleuriere has made a 
somewhat similar statement. “I experience a kind of duplication of personality . . 

I feel the working of a subconscious intelligence quicker and better informed... . I 
feel the rapture growing, and the more it grows, the greater is the mental exaltation 
which intensifies my faculty of supernormal vision.” 

Not the least interesting part of this record are the descriptions given by the 
various sensitives of their own sensations during the occurences. 

It is a satisfaction to find that a large part of the chapter on materializations is 
occupied with the mediumship of Mme. d’Esperance. She represents one of the lost 
Opportunities of science. She was entirely disinterested, she was not influenced by 
secondary motives such as the desire fort notoriety or the necessity of earning a living; 
her single purpose in the use of her wonderful faculties was to discover truth and 
she was willing to put herself at the service of those who had the same aim. In this 
book we find a report of some of the amazing phenomena which occured in her pres- 
ence, including “a case of dematerialisation recorded by M. Aksakof in a book pub- 
lished in the States under this title Upwards of Twenty-five Years Ago. Mme. 
d’Esperance did not allow herself to be fully entranced; she told the writer of this 
review that she thought she might have obtained more voice phenomena had she been 
willing to do so, but she wished to maintain conscious control over her actions. Pos- 
sibly it was this consciousness which, as she said gave her the sensation of pain if 
even a fly lighted on her during a seance. This was a trifle, in comparison with other 
things she suffered for the sake of what she regarded as important work. 

Readers are indebted to Mr. Prevost Battersby for having collected into ‘a single 
volume a number of valuable cases illustrating many phases of experience. After 
reading it they can hardly fail to agree with the dictum of Prof. Challis quoted p. 
161: “Either the facts must be admitted, or the possibility of certifying facts by 
human testimony must be given up.” 

The author aptly dedicates his book “to those who have given, in the Service of 
humanity, themselves and their powers to convert surmise into certainty.” 
HeLen ALeEx. DALLAS. 
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